


From the Pastor's Desk:

“Tis the Season to be Thankful”

“Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks atl circumstances,
for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus.”l Thessalonians 5:16-18

Sometimes | struggle with the idea thathage certain days or “holidays” to remember, celthror
whatever. For example, in the western church,sChrbirth is celebrated on December 25. But shwtive
celebrate every day the truth of the Incarnatiath\@hat it means that God became flesh and dwelhgrms?
My hunch is that we do. Then there is a date enctiiendar every year that we call Easter and \ebicde
the resurrection of the Christ. But shouldn’t vedetrate every day the truth of the resurrectich @hthat it
means that God defeated evil, sin, and deathtHK the do, we just don’t think of it in terms of &&ter Day.”
My concern with these dates on the calendar isvieatan subconsciously start to think that thosettae only
days that we can “really celebrate” that eventrotht  Not only can this happen with Christiarteda it can
happen with other dates. For example, we rememubergive thanks for those who sacrificed theirdiver
our freedom only on Memorial Day (instead of yeard).

That was a long introduction to my mainmpbut hopefully | have you thinking and reflegtin For me,
the date on the calendar that | wonder about nw3thanksgiving Day. Don’t misunderstand me, | love
Thanksgiving Day. | think it is good if the dayus&s us to pause long enough to give thanks tof@aall
His love and provision. But Scripture is cleartthv@ should live thankfully every day of the yeaks it says
in God’s Word,"Give thanks in all circumstances.That pretty much covers every day of the yeanynlife.
How about yours? God wants us to be thankful erggituation and every moment. Notice the texdsdoot
say, “sometimes” or “when things are going wellf™when we feel safe and secure” or during the maft
November, or on Thanksgiving Day.

So how do we live this “thankful” life eveday? | would like to suggest three things:

1. Thankfulness is based on God'’s promiskss clear in God’s Word that he will supply #flat you

need in life. No, not everything you want. BUVegything you need. Readatthew 6:28-34,
“Why do you worry?...your heavenly Father knowst §y@u need thengfood, clothing, and shelter).
But seek first his kingdom and his righteousnens, @l these things will be given to you as well.
Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrewill worry about itself.” God consistently
promises that He will take care of you if you sé&hn first. And God always keeps His promises.
Can we trust God enough to do that? Live in Hesnpse, not in your worry. Worry takes away
one’s thankfulness. Living in God’s promises cesahankfulness.

2. Thankfulness is a matter of the heart and mindt physical circumstancesPhysical circumstances
constantly change: financial well being, physicaklth, job security, world economics, political
situations, etc., etc., etc. If we base our thalmess on external things, we are in for a bigeroll
coaster ride. God wants us to know that beingkthns a spiritual issue of the heart and mind.
Since it is“God’s will for you in Christ Jesus'to be thankful, then it is clear that it is a Spiai
issue. And God’s will is for you to be transformefeeRomans 12:2.The call of God is for us to

, completely give ourselves to Him so that our head mind can be transformed. As
God creates a thankful heart and mind, the physicalimstances of life can change all
the time...but we are still thankful.
3. Thankfulness is focused on how you are blessatdon what you do not haveOn a
very practical level, get out a piece of paper arake a list of all the blessings you have
in life. Start with the gift of Jesus Christ antithat means to you (e.g. forgiveness of
sins, eternal life, hope, peace, etc.). Then laaund your home and see all the stuff
it + you have. Count how many shoes, pants, etc., y»e.h List all the things in your
i M refrigerator and kitchen cupboards. You get tleaid Then read the list every morning
M;n and every evening. Try this for the whole montiNoivember. This will help you focus
on the truth of how blessed you are and it willteea thankful heart.

‘Tis the season to benktial... Thanksgiving Day and every day.




ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES CHIC2012 FUNDRAISER
SESSION 2 Annual Christmas Wreath Sale
October 25 — December 13, 2009 Orders accepted starting Nov. 1 S
Beginning on Sunday, October ®5two new Back by popular demand, livesare.
Adult Sunday School classes will be offered Christmas wreaths will be ready—-—‘-—
so that you might continue to grow in Christ. for pick-up on Sunday, November

The two classes will be: 29, 2009. This is a fundraiser to
Book of the Bible — “Ruth” help support our youth who will be

Class facilitator: finishing 9"-12" grades in 2012 and will be attending

Frank MacLean the CHIC (Covenant High in Christ) youth conference

Unlike most biblical history  in the summer of 2012. We will begin to take orders
told from priestly, political or on Sunday, Novemberf'iand &' in the multi-purpose
military perspectives, Ruth room after worship. The price remains $12.00 each,
takes place in a simple rural thanks to Lee Stewart who provides us with the live
context and is told from a wreaths and supplies. The choice of bow coloreds
woman'’s point of view. This  burgundy and cream. Please pray for our youth who
isn't a great historical tale; it's an inside loak are making plans to attend CHIC 2012.
the everyday life of common people. 1t is a
reminder to those who think history is determined
by the rich and powerful: God’s Kingdom is
orchestrated by God Himself, and absolutely
anyone, no matter how unlikely, can be an essen-
tial character in His plan.

“Good $ense Budget Course”

Class facilitators:

Joseph MacDonald & Pastor Olson
Regardless of your financial situation, a budget —
what we call a Spending Plan — is the necessary
and fundamental tool that enables you to control
your money rather than having your money con-
trol you.  The goal of th&ood $ense Budget
Courseis for you to commit to and begin devel-
oping a biblically-based Spending Plan. By the
end of the course, you will have a Spending Plan
in your hand, the knowledge in your head to im-
plement it, and a commit- MEN’S MINISTRY NEWS
ment in your heart to fol- Men's Breakfast
low through on it. This Saturday, Nov 7' 8:00 am
course will give you All men are welcome to attend this monthly break-
the theology and the practi- fast on the first Saturday of each month. To RSVP,

cal tools to become free (¢ please call Tom Chiocca by Thursday, NoV. 5
the burden that financg

often place on us.

Covenant KIDS CLUB
November 6" & 20" 7:00 pm

Kids in grades 1-6 are invited on these two
Friday nights in November to come to the Covenant
KIDS CLUB from 7:00 pm to 8:30 pm. We'll have
song singing, game playing, snack eating and lesson
learning. If you loved VBS, you'll love the Covenan
KIDS CLUB. So, come along and bring a friend!!!!

Parents, if you have questions, pleaieale
LaValle at 508-577-9291 or email her at:
joliemorin@yahoo.com

ENCOURAGING WORDS MINISTRY
Saturday, Nov. 7 9:00 am

Would you like to make a small difference in somee life within our church community? Are you
able to offer encouragement and support to somendergoing difficulty? How about giving someonpa
on the back for a job well done? Is that sometlymg think you might be able to do for one hour penth?

The Stewardship Ministry Team is offering that ogipnity on November"from 9:00 — 10:00 am in
the Church Library. Our Encouraging Words Minissgnds cards to the above mentioned people and more.
For questions, please talk to John or Beth Milthiape to see you there.



THE TABLE AT ST. PAUL'S CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
Next serving date: Nov. ¥ Sunday, Nov. § 1:00 pm

Fall is here and we have Potluck Luncheon 12:15 pm
another opportunity to serve the Please plan to attend this upcoming Congregational
poor at St. Paul's Table (soup kitchen) in Brockton Meeting on Sunday, Nov."8in the multi-purpose
We are grateful for all the volunteers who have room. Copies of the agenda, proposed budget and
served and provided food for this outreach. ballots are available in the Narthex.

Our menu is meatloaf, boiled red potatoes,
mixed vegetables, roll, apple crisp, coffee andlcol
drink.

OFFICE CLOSED
The church office will be closed on
Wednesday, November in observance of
Veteran’s Day.

We will need 10-14 volunteers , with divided
shifts. Please see the sign up sheet on the wtikto
right of the Library door in the narthex. Won't you
be the hands of Jesus in Brockton?

SENIOR WORSHIP AND LUNCHEON
Saturday, Nov.14"
SAVE THE DATE!
Details to follow in the
So You Know

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
This Christmas, you can share the love and hope of
Jesus Christ with a needy child in a country like t
Philippines, Uganda or El Salvador by using a
simple shoebox.Operation Christmas Childs an
easy missions project that every member and family
can participate in by bringing a gift-filled shoebim
church by November "8
Complete details are outlined
in the Operation Christmas

LADIES FELLOWSHIP
Saturday, November 28 9:00 am
Ladies Fellowship meetings are held on the third
Saturday of each month. We meet from 9:00 to
10:30 am for a casual time of refreshments, devo-

Child brochure in the tions, discussion, and prayer for one another. All
Narthex. For more informa- women are welcome from any church or back-
tion, please contact Renie ground. Those of us who regularly attend soon
Ellis. come to feel a bond with each other as well as the
blessings of support and encouragement.
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NEWS FROM PILGRIM PINES

Mother Daughter Weekend
November 20-22, 2009
Moms and daughters will enjoy a
weekend of laugher, special
activities, & great Bible teaching, all
in a setting surrounded by God's
beautiful creation. Best of all, the
memories made during this very

special retreat will last forever!

Thanksgiving at The Pines
November 25-27, 2009
Come and enjoy Thanksgiving at Pilgrim
Pines. Great food. Great fellowship. Worship
together with family & friends on Swanzey
Lake. No cooking, no cleanup. Come and
enjoy!

Pilgrim Pines is in great need of one 12
passenger van and two gently used, lower
mileage minivans. If you are interested in
donating a van to the Pines, please contact the
camp office to make arrangements.

Thank you.

For further information, go to
www.pilgrimpines.org
Or call 603-352-0443

CHRISTMAS
POINSETTIAS

Order on Nov. 229 2g"
or Dec. @"

Poinsettias will soon grace our
sanctuary as we prepare to
celebrate Christ’s birth. If you
would like to make a donation,
there will be envelopes available on the
table in the Narthex on November 22
29" and December's Checks should be
made out to Community Covenant Church
and designated for “Christmas Poinsettias.”
Thank you for helping to create a celebra-
tive and worshipful sanctuary for the
Christmas season.

SOUPFEST
Sunday, Nov. 2% 12:15 pm
All friends of Community
Covenant Church are invited to our D
. 0v0o
annual Soupfest following the wor- _—=

ship service on Sunday, Novemlc
\

22 The Soupfest has been o
yearly event for many years. It's &2
purpose is to support Covenant
World Relief (CWR), the organization which pro-
vides funds to help people in need worldwide. We
work with other evangelical organizations and
local churches. Where there is a disaster, be it in
the US or elsewhere, CWR responds.

This church has always been very generous
with CWR offerings which are a combination of
offerings in soup can banks, checks, donations and
from SoupFest.

Come to enjoy wonderful homemade
soups, breads and pies. Come to fellowship. Come
to learn more about Covenant World Relief. The
suggested donation at the Soupfest is $5 per
person, with a maximum of $15 per family. But no
one is turned away. All are welcome.

Where do these wonderful soups come
from? From you, of course. Please see the sign up
list in the narthex to offer to make soups, breads
pies.

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
The deadline for the December issue of the
CORNERSTONE
is November 23 at 2:00 pm.
Items can be dropped at the church office,
or submitted electronically by mailing to:
office @ communitycovenant.com.

THANKSGIVING EVE WORSHIP

The United Methodist Church of East
Bridgewater is having Thanksgiving Eve Worship
(Nov. 28" at 7:00 p.m. Everyone is welcome to
attend.

RECYCLING'S BACK!

If you have paper to be recycled, the BAMSI
program next door to the church has placed a
recycling bin from Abitibi in their parking lof.
We are invited to use it with their appreciation
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UPDATES: FROM ICATHY

AROVE: AT THE RECOGHITION
CEREMOMNY FOR AMEM WITH MARLEN
ROMAN. LEFT: WITH SOME OF THE
STUDENTS FROM CBLIPE.

THE MANY FACES OF MINISTRY

50 much has happened recently, here are which | am a board member.  Below |eft, christians through this ministry. | Gught the
soime photos  of the many events amd Covenant World Relief [CYWR) board kesders recenty.  Below right, it has been 2
manistries | hawe had an opportunity to  member Louis= VWilton, wiis one of the poy to preach, teach and lead worship m mary
partiopate in these kst couple of months. CWR pojects in Medellin that reaches
Above left, is the last day | taught at the Bible hndreds of children.  Below middle, the
College for the Coverant yowth im Latin ministry, “¥ahoble VWomen in Gods Hamds™
America. Abowe right. | had grren the closing  offers women the opportunity oo learn to
prayer with seven declarations i 3 sew in order o have 2 skill for 2 job ot
recogntion ceremony by the Department  would allow them o leave their life of sering
(Sare) of Antioguia, for the Assocation of i the bars, prostingion etc. They are ako
angelcl Minsters of Medelin (AMBM) of Gught the Word of God, and many become  Brtle more and thank you. In His Lowe, Cathy

CWR VISITS EL PINAL SINGING, PRAYING, PREACHING




WELCOME BABY PROJECT UPDATE

willing to contribute toward small packs of babypes

During October, Esther Garland and | deliveredgifd bags, including one to Kelley Stout and her
twin boys, who are thriving and slept in their sggrduring my whole visit. Once again we were weledrhy
the nine parents with whom we talked, a couple bbmv were glad to have someone to chat with for a
moment. Kelly especially appreciated the contact smpport of our church family. We were very extite
when one of the Moms brought her infant son to &yrmdorning worship in response to a gift bag we def
her doorstep. The Moms we meet are often touckig¢tiebfact that ladies of the church knit hats, tiesoand
carriage robes for complete strangers. This spealkisnes about Christian love in action!

Anyone is welcome to add to these items (The Isaéwie about 2 months old before we meet them.).
Just leave items in the pastel basket under theeS8ister table, with your name attached. The es@édor the
books and CDs is currently being met by an anonywmnor, to whom we are very grateful. If someane i

(99 cents at CVS), please see me.

Joyce Vacchi is contributing all of the diapes,fsyou would like to help with that please coritate.
Mabel Sawyer and Esther Garland have faithfullysgmwith me as a "delivery team."
| thank everyone for their continued support o thinistry through prayer and encouraging words. A

of this writing, our church family has reached twm84

families in 2009 through this ministry. Pea{Sod!
Nancy Ohlen, Missions and Outreach

COVENANT YOUTH OF ALASKA - BIBLE CAMP BLESSINGS

Franklin Graham has a vacation home in Alaska,vanite here he has recognized our Covenant work
among the youth. As a resuBamaritan's Purseartnered with us to build a new chapel at Bildep. It's a
great facility that will help us reach out to mg@uth in Western Alaska.

Speaking of camp, we've had brown bear visitorse Of those bears decided to come into the staff
welcome cabin at about 2 am. He then broke the frdmdow of the "silver fox" (our camp steward's dye
truck) in order to get into the Tang and hot chat®imix. There were seven bears spotted betweep aath
White Alice, a WW?2 site, which is about four milesm camp.

These bears are beautiful, strong, full of eneemd hungry...which kind of reminds me of youth of
Alaska. There is a lot of raw energy that, if nobgerly encouraged and directed, can get themaritu of
trouble. Fall is a critical time for many young éduas they leave their home villages and comertoharage,
Fairbanks, and Soldotna. There are a lot of dangepdfalls and distractions with the adjustmentrte city.
We are working hard to meet students at this coaskwith our young adult “ministries on the roagétem.

Please be in prayer that the youth will give tlegiergy and lives to Christ.

Thank you for caring for the youth of Alaska.

Byron Bruckner, Covenant Youth of Alas

ka

THANK YOU TO
SEAFARERS VOLUNTEERS
Many thanks to those who followed Rev.
Steve Cushing in to Boston on Sunday, Oct", 11
in order to work at the New England Seafarers
Mission at Black Falcon Pier until 6:00 pm. |
understand they were lined up to see you.
Thank you to Kevin, Joann, Kim, Emily,
John, Beth and Denise, for
representing us so well.
Karin O’Connor,
Missions Ministry Team

THANK YOU
To all in East Bridgewater:

Thank you so much for your generous
thoughtful gifts. It was very special to have Doy
Susan and Tom be able to share in the service.
munity Covenant will always have a special plac
my heart. It's hard to believe it's been seven g
since | first met you. Time goes by so quickly.

| don’t think | could have ever had a be
place than East Bridgewater to be my “first” churct

Peace and God’s Blessing to you,

Dan Clayborne

and
na
Com-
e in
par

ter




FROM THE FINANCE MINISTRY TEAM

A few months ago, we received an appeal to assix\enant Church in Clifton Park, NY. Our Missions
Ministry Team voted to use money that had been étgdlyas support for Janelle Johnson, a short-term
missionary who retired and no longer needed suppbnts “mission field” is a little closer to honieit God

is most definitely at work there and the money gtiles to support His Kingdom work. Please seeatte of
thanks below. David Sawyer

September 6, 2009
To Community Covenant Church:

Praise God for the generous support that yoe lgaxen to Parkside Covenant Church in th|s
exciting time of growth in God’s church. It is suahblessing to have received a $500 gift from the
Community Covenant Church, as it demonstrates tilne ¢oncept of the church as described |n
1 Corinthians 12:12-31. We are truly one body — bloely of Christ working together to reach
individuals for the Lord.

Your gift is a heartfelt blessing, and comea atucial time in the growth of our church in thi
community. It is these types of gifts that are stfsj) Parkside to reach individuals, and to provide
them with the knowledge of the saving grace of S&3hrist. In fact, just in the last two weeks, fol
individuals have accepted Christ as their Lord 8astior. Praise God! Therefore, on behalf of the
leadership team and our church family, we thank thasisupport, and may God bless your church jas
he has blessed ours.

J7

=

In Christ,

Parkside Covenant Church
Fred Guilmette

Leadership Finance Officer

UPDATE FROM FINANCE
While our Sunday worship service giving is stilling behind budget expectations, we have beea abl
to stay current with all financial obligations dte lower than expected spending (overall) and titerest
from a certificate of deposit. Here’s how our ficgl picture looks as of September 30, 2009:

Budgeted Income through Sept. 2009 1963097
Actual Income through Sept. 2009 $186,367
Amount below Budget $ 9,730
Budgeted Expenses through Sept. '09 $196,291
Actual Expenses through Sept. '09 $182,119
Amount below Budget $ 14,172

Please keep the church finances in your prayengedsead into the season where we consume morei@tgct
and natural gas for heating and (I hate to sasnibw plowing expenses.

November 2% — Middleboro, MA

Grammy Nominated, Dove Award winning, singer/sontg&/entertainer, PAUL
COLMAN has performed all over the world, singingeaking, and sharing his songs, thoughts,
and faith. Releasing 15 recordings, he sold hursdgdhousands of records. For the last three
years, he was the guitarist for Aussie rockdrise Newsboys.

On November 21, Paul will be making a stop in Middleboro, MA fan intimate solo performance at
Jericho Christian Fellowship on Route 28 (acrosmffThe Cabin” restaurant). Tickets are $10 inaatbe or
$12 at the door. More information and tickets carfdund ahttp://www.FuseConcerts.omy at The Heritage
House in Brockton. Contact Brian Sawyer with aogsfions atuseconcerts@gmail.coor 774-281-0870.
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