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From the Pastor's Desk: 

“The Church’s Soil” 
 
6 Then he told this parable: "A man had a fig tree, planted in his vineyard, and he 
went to look for fruit on it, but did not find any. 7 So he said to the man who took 
care of the vineyard, `For three years now I've been coming to look for fruit on 
this fig tree and haven't found any. Cut it down! Why should it use up the soil?'           
8 " `Sir,' the man replied, `leave it alone for one more year, and I'll dig around it 
and fertilize it. 9 If it bears fruit next year, fine! If not, then cut it down.' "   
                                          Luke 13:6-9 (NIV) 

 

 During the year 2007, your Leadership Team spent ten months discussing the “Values of Vitality” 
that make a church healthy and missional.  Maybe you remember this from several articles that I wrote for 
The Cornerstone during that year.  This was not a process of making decisions or voting on new programs.  It 
was a prayerful dialogue to discern how vital our church is to Christ and His mission.  It was a profitable 
time of energized and prayerful dialogue about how alive and ready our church is to God’s mission and di-
rection. 

Using the Evangelical Covenant Church’s material developed by the Director of Congregational            
Vitality, it is clear that God’s Word and His saving work are always consistent.  So what makes the differ-
ence in whether a church and the mission are growing healthily?  If we may use the agrarian image from the 
Bible of a “fruitful harvest” for God’s Kingdom, it is clear that the key to a healthy and plentiful crop is the 
soil.  The seed is God’s saving work, but it is only fruitful if the soil is ready to receive the seed.  Please note 
the bold text in Luke 13:6-9.  Also, look up Mark 4:1-8 and Mark 4:28.  It is clear that the soil is the               
changing variable and not the seed. 

In this context, the “Values of Vitality” are about the soil of the church…specifically Community 
Covenant Church.  The “Values of Vitality” are descriptive statements based on Scripture that identify how 
fertile, tilled, and moist the soil is to receive the seed of God’s missional work.  These “Values of Vitality” 
are encouraging, thought provoking and challenging. 

Using the “Parable of the Sower” in Mark 4:1-8 we can ask these questions about our church:  Is the 
soil packed down?  Is the soil full of rocks?  Is the soil full of thorns?  Is the soil fertile?  It is clear that good 
soil is the precondition of a fruitful harvest.  The ground must be prepared for the seed.  By using the “Values 
of Vitality,”  we can discern more clearly how ready we are to continue growth as God’s faithful community. 

Because it was such a good conversation for the Leadership Team in 2007, we believe that it would 
be very profitable for us as the whole church to reflect on these “Values of Vitality.”   The Leadership Team 
wants to hear what you believe about our church’s soil as we continue to become a more healthy missional 
church. 

So when are we going to have this “whole church dialogue?”  Beginning on Sunday, September 13th, 
we will meet for six consecutive Sundays during the Sunday School hour which begins at 9:45 a.m.  All 
adults will be in one class that I will facilitate with several Leadership Team members.   

If you have never attended Adult Sunday School in the past, I personally encourage you to come now.  
We want to listen to God’s voice and this happens best when all the believers are present. (Matthew 18:20)  
We want everyone who calls Community Covenant their church to be part of this significant dialogue. 

 

Please join me as we “dig around and fertilize” God’s soil. 

 



FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT  
Friday, September 11th      6:30 pm 

“Narnia – Prince Caspian” 
         Rated:  PG   for epic battle action  and  violence                    
l locales One year after the incredible adventure of  “The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe,”               
Peter, Edmund, Lucy and Susan Pevensie return to Narnia to aid a young prince whose life has 
been threatened by the evil King Miraz. Now, with the help of a   colorful cast of new characters, 
including Trufflehunter the badger and Nikabrik the dwarf, the Pevensie clan embarks on an in-
credible adventure to  ensure that Narnia is returned to its rightful heir.  

WANT TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE                                                           
IN SOMEONE’S LIFE? 

Encouraging Words Ministry    
Saturday, September  12th              9:00 am 

 Would you like to make a small differ-
ence in   someone's life within our church com-
munity?  Are you able to offer encouragement 
and support?  How about giving someone a pat 
on the back for a job well done?  Is that some-
thing you think you might be able to do for one 
hour per month?   
 The Stewardship Ministry Team is of-
fering that   opportunity on the second Satur-
day in September from  9:00 to 10:00 am in the 
Library. We send cards to the above mentioned 
people and more. For questions, please talk to 
John or Beth Miltner. Hope to see you there. 

BUSINESS EXPO &                 
FAMILY FUN DAY 
Saturday, Sept. 12th                               

10 am—1 pm 
 Our church will have a 
table at this community event on 
the East Bridgewater Town 

Common.  We will share information about 
our church, including our Sunday School pro-
gram. 
 If you would like to help in some way, 
please call Sue Bolinder.  

RALLY DAY  
Sunday, September 13th 

· 9:45 am - Sunday School classes for all ages,                
  infants through adults 

· 11:00 am - Worship Celebration 
· 12:15 pm -  Lunch 
 Plan to join us for lunch following morning   
worship. Everyone is asked to bring a cold salad to share 
whether it be potato, pasta, green, or molded. Rolled 
meat, bread/rolls, beverage, and dessert will be                    
provided. Hope to see you there. 

FALL SUNDAY SCHOOL START-UP 
Sunday, Sept. 13th    9:45 am in the Sanctuary 

“How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, 
that we should be called children of God!” 

(1 John 3:1) 
 Consider Sunday School this year at Community 
Covenant Church for YOU as an individual and your 
WHOLE FAMILY! 
 Sunday School is a time for continual learning 
and fellowship with old and new friends. Please see the 
“Pastor’s Page” for information on adult classes.              
Nursery care is provided to enable those with tiny ones 
to attend these classes. 
 Sunday School classes with great teachers and 
awesome curriculum are provided for ages 2 through 
senior high. 
 Let this be the year that you participate in             
Christian Education for ALL!  
                      Christian Education Ministry Team 

MARK YOUR                         
CALENDARS 

Sept. 7th—Labor Day                     
Holiday- office closed 
Sept. 9th at 7:15 pm -        

Choir rehearsal resumes  

“Your love is ever before me, and    
I walk continually in your truth.”      

(Psalm 26:3) 

IDEAS FOR WEBSITE 
August 30th and Sept. 6th   after worship 

Jeff Caylor, who manages the church website, will be avail-
able after worship in the multi-purpose room on these two 
Sundays  to discuss any additions or changes to the website 
for the fall season.  If you have any ideas on design or layout, 
this would be a great opportunity to discuss them with him.  
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�Rebekah Caylor 1 
Jacqueline Swanson 1 
Ted Ek 2 
Hannah Emery 3 
Michelle MacNevin 3 
Tom Chiocca 5 
James Cousin 5 
Carol McCroken 7 

  Phyllis Anderson 10 
  Janet Fredlund 10 
  Alan Fleming 11 
  Addison MacNevin 11 

Michelle Peebles 11 
Myrtle Tighe 13 
Raymond Warren 17 
Josh Carrigan 18 
Jeff Caylor 19 
Candi Keith 19 
Evelyn Smith 20 
Carole Julius 21 
Jamie Babin 24 
John Miltner 26 
Christopher Vacchi 30 
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TIME FOR WORSHIP  
     Over the past several months, the Worship & Music Ministry Team and the Leadership Team have been 
discussing our Sunday Worship Celebration.  It is our responsibility to oversee and review all of our ministries, 
including worship, on a regular basis.  Part of this discussion has been about the time frame for worship.   
     After much discussion and prayer, we affirm the current time frame for our worship celebration.  Specifi-
cally, we will continue to plan worship that will be approximately one hour to one hour and fifteen minutes in 
length.  In our tradition, we believe this is the time frame that we need to create meaningful worship.   
     We recognize that often there are other time commitments that one has to keep.  Therefore, if you need to 
make plans after worship, you can anticipate that worship will be concluded by 11:15 a.m. during the summer 
and 12:15 p.m. during the school year.  There might be an occasional Sunday that worship will go longer than 
one hour and fifteen minutes because of something special happening in our worship celebration.   
     Hopefully, knowing this will help you in scheduling your time commitments.  We pray that this will       
encourage you to claim this worship time for God every week.  As Rev. Michael Green said, "The number one 
hindrance to meaningful worship is clock watching."  We hope that knowing that worship will conclude by 
quarter after the hour will set everyone free to worship God fully with no distractions of time.  For God is  
worthy of our full attention and praise.       Let us worship the Lord! 

RECHARGE 2009—Featuring: The Glorious Unseen & Bobby Bishop 
Sunday September 13, 2009 – 6:30 pm 

HELP NEEDED! 
 I am working with The Fellowship in Easton to produce a big “back to school” youth outreach event 
similar to the 01 SHOT event, on Sunday evening, Sept. 13th. This event will incorporate nationally touring 
Christian musicians, videos, and a speaker designed to get teens excited for Christ as they return to the class-
rooms.  The musicians for this year’s event include a band that is quickly becoming one of the most popular 
worship bands in the country, The Glorious Unseen as well as hip-hop artist Bobby Bishop and a rock trio from 
Connecticut, Torndown.  Our speaker, Pastor Colby Olson of Barrington, RI, will challenge the teens to live 
unashamed of the relationship they have with Jesus in their day-to-day lives and in their schools.   
 We currently need assistance with promoting the event and getting the word out.   I have posters, hand-
outs, postcards, a trailer video, online links and images.  Do you have a connection with a local church or 
youth group that you could hand a poster to?  Do you know a teen that would benefit from hearing the gospel 
in this format?   Please see me or email me at brian@sawyersound.com if you think you can help.  It would be 
greatly appreciated!   
 More information about the event and tickets can be found at www.FuseConcerts.org.  Tickets can also 
be purchased directly from me or at The Heritage House ($6 in advance or $8 at the door).         Brian Sawyer 



FALL FAIR 
Saturday, October 10th 

 Plans continue for our church’s 
Fall Fair, which will help raise funds 
for renovations and repairs for the 
kitchen. 
 Please pray for Sandy Brown, Dottie Hal-
lam and all those who have volunteered for this 
project. Watch for opportunities to lend a hand.  If 
you would like to volunteer your time or talents 
please contact Sandy, Dottie or Phyllis Swirka. 

Reminder: Silent Auction Room 
 Have you given a thought yet to what you 
would like to donate to the Silent Auction at our 
Fall Fair?  It will be here before we know it. Please 
let Janet Cheney or Karen Alger know soon. We 
would love to have enough to fill a room. 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 
  The deadline for the October                            

CORNERSTONE                                                           
is September 21st at 2:00 pm. 

Items can be dropped at the church office,                   
or submitted electronically byy e-mailing to:                                           

office@communitycovenant.com. 
        If sending by e-mail, please save as word or 

text document with no formatting. 

LADIES FELLOWSHIP 
Saturday, September 19th 

On Saturday, September 19th, we will begin our 
new year of Ladies Fellowship meetings on the 
third  Saturday of each month.  We meet from 9:00 
to 10:30 am for a casual time of refreshments,   
devotions and discussion, and prayer for one     
another.  All women are welcome from any church 
or background.  Those of us  who regularly attend 
soon come to feel a bond with each other as well 
as the blessings of support and  encouragement. 
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� Covenant women of all ages are in-
vited to participate in  one of these retreat 
experiences sponsored by Women Ministries 
of the East Coast Conference. 
 The keynote presenter will be 
Yvonne DeVaughn, Director of AVA 
(Advocacy for Victims of Abuse) at Women 
Ministries.  Brochures with registration in-
formation are on the table in the Narthex. 
Please speak to Candi Keith for more infor-
mation.  

COVENANT KIDS 
Friday, Sept. 25th    7 pm 

Come one, Come all! 
Kids in grades 1-6 are invited on Friday night,    
September 25th from 7 pm to 8:30 pm. We’ll kick off 
the year with a campfire, sing songs, play games and 
eat “s’mores.” Then, every first and 
third Friday we’ll meet for more song 
singing, game playing, snack eating 
and lesson learning!!!! If you loved 
VBS, you’ll love Covenant Kids. So, 
come along and bring a friend!!!! 

MEN’S BREAKFAST 
The Men’s Breakfast will resume on                      
Saturday, October 3rd.  Watch for further details in 
the Real Men’s Newsletter. 

MEN’S FALL RETREAT 
October 9-11 at Pilgrim Pines 

Please see brochures on the table in the Narthex,           
or speak with Dan Skinner or Dana Cheney. 

�

COVENANT VILLAGE AUTUMN GALA 
Sunday, October 11th       5 pm 

 This event at the Crowne Plaza, Cromwell, 
CT, will support the “By Your Side”      
initiative at the Covenant Village of Crom-
well, a Covenant Retirement Community. 
 The evening will feature food, auc-
tions, and a special musical program by 
GLAD, a contemporary Christian band. 
Tickets are $60. 
 See the flyer in the narthex or call 
860-765-304 by October 6th. 



News from Cathy Campobello, Covenant Missionary  in Columbia. 

News from Byron Bruckner, 
Covenant Youth of Alaska 
Greetings in the Lord! 
 The coho (silver) salmon 
are running up the rivers and ripe 
berries are springing out of the 
tundra. They are tangible remind-
ers of our Provider and Sustainer. 
The wilderness can be dangerous, 
yet God meets our needs and 
blesses us. The land’s wild vast-
ness uncovers how small we stand 
before our Creator. 
 This summer, the CYAK 
Team has experienced abundance 
and loss. We have seen young 
people delivered from abuse and 
lost loved ones to suicide. As we 
stand before the need and pain of 
so many young people here, at 
times it can feel like we are facing               
insurmountable obstacles in the 
wilderness. 
 We are far from alone in 
the calling to respond to the need 
and pain with Christ's love and 
power to heal. "But we have this 
treasure in jars of clay to show 
that this all-surpassing power is 
from God and not from us." (2 
Corinthians 4:7) Just as fish and  
berries sustain us here, the Lord 
also meets our needs and the 
needs of students throughout 
Alaska through your prayer, ser-
vice and financial support. 
 Thank you for playing a 
part in making it possible for us to 
do  the  work  o f  God 's                
Kingdom! 

THANK YOU— to all the                   
volunteers who participated in the 
mission volunteer opportunities at 
Brighter City Day Camp and at 
New England Seafarers this               
August. Thank you for giving of 
yourself, your time, your talents, 
and for showing the love of 
Christ in a tangible, hands on 
way. 

���������������

WELCOME BABY UPDATE 
        During the summer Esther Garland, Mabel Sawyer and I deliv-
ered 21 Welcome Baby gift bags. Esther and Mabel persisted in find-
ing an obscure location and left the gift bag with a note by the door. 
That visit was followed by a Thank-you note. Another parent, con-
fused by finding a gift at the door, called Pastor Olson, who ex-
plained the program. That contact also resulted in a Thank-you note; 
people are pleased that someone is thinking of them. 
        Thank you to all who have continued contributing to this minis-
try despite hot weather and vacations. If you find small carriage robes 
easier to make than bonnets or booties, go for it! We will be going 
out again shortly in the name of Jesus and our church family to the 
homes of new babies in East Bridgewater. Please let me know of any 
friends or family who would welcome a gift bag as our main goal is 
to spread the love of Jesus.       Nancy Ohlen,  Missions and Outreach 



 RECYCLE OLD CELLPHONES  
 Covenant Women Ministries 
supports the Good Deed Foundation 
as it provides lasting solutions for 
women and families in poverty, and 
for climate change. We can all take 
part by recycling cell phones and ac-
cessories.  
 Please deposit used cell 
phones and chargers in the green and 
white collection box in the narthex. 
Community Covenant Church women 
who attend next year’s  “Triennial 
Conference” will report back on the 
total      number collected.                                      
      Sue Bolinder              
  

 

  

 

A HUGE WORD OF THANKS 
� We want to express a big thank you to the whole Vacation 
Bible School staff that made this summer’s Crocodile Dock a great 
week.  A special word of thanks to our co-directors Betti Buzzee and 
Ruth Carrigan.  Their gifts and talents committed to serving Christ                    
were evidenced all week. 
 Also, thank you to the whole staff:  teachers, leaders, assis-

tant leaders, those who prayed, registrars, 
financial supporters, set designers (painters), 
craft persons, Bible teachers, snack persons, 
game leaders, lunch providers, and everyone 
we forgot to list. 
 It is evident that it takes a whole 
community of committed believers to make a 
great week of Vacation Bible School.                   
So thank you all. 
 And we praise God for…the gener-
ous giving of our students and their families 
for this year’s mission project.  Our mission 
project was for the “Bidi Women” of the 
Equanda Parish of the Anglican Church of 
Kenya.  These women care for 500 orphaned 
children, taking them into their homes and 
selling craft projects to provide food for 
them.  $712.64 was received for this incredi-
ble mission work.  Praise be to God! 
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HUG A BABY 
Sundays, 9:45 am 

In planning for young families to attend ADULT SUNDAY 
SCHOOL, we need to staff the CRIB ROOM nursery  from 9:45 
to 10:45 am on Sundays.  Would you consider committing to a 
specific "course" segment - that being a 6 or 8 week series of 
Sundays?  Please inform the church office by written note of 
your willingness to serve in this capacity - or call Susan Bolinder 
at 781-447-5133  and let her know !    
All the COVENANT BABIES will THANK YOU ! 
 

CONFIRMATION CLASS TO BEGIN                                     
Wednesday, Sept. 9th     7 pm 

Confirmation is a discipleship/spiritual formation opportunity 
that is open to any student who is in 7th grade or older.  This two 
year program involves personal study and reflection with classes 
meeting twice a month during the school year.  An informational 
meeting is scheduled for all interested students and their parents/
guardians on Wednesday, September 9th at 7 p.m.  For more            
information, please contact Pastor Olson at 508-583-3360. 



HOMELESS GLIMPSE        from Karin O’Connor 
 
 Just wanted to give you a glimpse into the lives of two brothers who are homeless. Tony and Homer 
come into the clinic on a daily basis. They have been homeless for several years and are desperately looking 
for a place to call home. They would like to stay together. They neither drink nor smoke nor do street drugs. 
Each morning they go to McDonald's for breakfast. Tony was appalled when I told him he had to wait to eat 
for lab tests, told him to get takeout and bring it to clinic. Not sure if he complied. They both have serious 
heart and respiratory conditions. Homer has a breathing treatment each morning. Their doctor says, "I don't 
think they can survive another winter homeless." 
 Can you please pray for Homer and Tony that they can get housing real soon? 
 Did you know that life expectancy for the homeless is in the 40s? 
 Are you under the impression that the homeless do not want housing? If so, you are very wrong. 

Next Missions volunteer opportunity will be Saturday November 7th at The Table at St. Paul's, Brockton. 
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Give it All to Him  
by Christopher Reilley,  based on the writings of Max Lucado 





 
THE CORNERSTONE 

is a publication of 

Community Covenant Church 
400 Pleasant Street 

East Bridgewater, MA  02333 
Phone: (508) 583-3360 

E-mail:  office@communitycovenant.com 
Website: www.communitycovenant.com 

 

Church Office Hours: 
Monday—Friday 

9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
 

Church Staff: 
Rev. Donald C. Olson, Pastor 

Charles Dillingham, Minister of 
Music & Worship 

Susan Reilley, Accompanist 
Donna Costa, Administrative Assistant 
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