
THE CORNERSTONE                                         
              

Community Covenant Church        AUGUST 2011 

 



From the Pastor’s Desk: 

“Looking Forward”   

“Don't say, „Why were things better in the good old days?‟ 

      It isn't wise to ask that kind of question.” 

Ecclesiastes 7:10 

 I couldn‘t figure out what to write about in this month‘s newsletter article.  Maybe it is the heat.     

Maybe it is summer ―shut down.‖  Maybe it was ―writer‘s block.‖  Then God spoke.  It was during our             

family morning devotions.  We use the Covenant Home Altar (I want to put a shameless plug in for our        

denomination‘s devotional publication).  So I told Donna Costa, our church‘s Administrative Assistant about 

this great Bible text and she suggested that I write about this.  So here we are…God spoke. 

The text is Ecclesiastes 7:10 (see above).  It has been several years since I read through the book of  

Ecclesiastes and I must admit that I do not remember this verse.  So it hit me like a breath of fresh air.  Isn‘t 

God‘s Word incredible?  A new Word from God to reflect upon.   

Too often we think that the ―good old days‖ were so much better than today.  Just the 

way we phrase it shows our bias.  We call them ―good.‖  I have never heard the phrase ―the bad 

old days.‖  Do not misunderstand me.  There is a lot of ―good‖ in the past.  I have a lot of 

memories that are wonderful.  Recently, I made a root beer float at home.  It brought back  

wonderful memories of my first root beer float as a child.  It was during the summer with my 

grandfather.  It was an incredible treat as a child.  So today, I savored every bite because it  

tasted sooo... good but it was also good because of the memory.  

Also, the past is important to remember because we can learn from it.  We learn from the ―good‖ and 

we hopefully learn from the ―bad.‖  So I am not saying that we should forget the past because it has no value 

or that it has no place in our lives.  The text calls us to not live in the past as if today is of no good.  When we 

ask the question, ―Why were things better in the good old days?‖ we get stuck in the past instead of moving 

forward for the cause of Jesus Christ.  Jesus Christ calls us to live today with Him and for Him as we look to 

the future with Him.  Scripture is clear: the most important direction of life is where we are headed.  That    

direction is growing in Christ and moving forward. 

Back to the Covenant Home Altar. The writer of the devotional gave a great analogy. Rev. Douglas 

Cederleaf (who passed away in 2000) said: 

―Anyone who has driven a car knows the importance of the rearview 

mirror.  Have you ever driven with the trunk lid up?  We need to know 

where we have been and what is going on behind us if our driving is to 

be safe.  Similarly, the past is important...   

―There is a danger, however, that we think so much of the ‗good old 

days‘ and spend so much time watching the rearview mirror that we  

collide with what is ahead… Knowing where we have been helps us determine who and 

what we are, but knowing where we are going is even more important.  When one is 

moving ahead, a reasonably clean windshield is of more importance than a perfect          

rearview mirror.‖ 

I think he said it well.  But I would like to add one more idea.   

Let God be the driver.   

Let Him move you forward and keep your eyes on the road ahead of you.   

It will be exciting where He takes you. 

       Pastor Don Olson 
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AUGUST EVENTS 

BIRTHDAY BLESSINGS 

Sunday, August 7th 

 On the first Sunday of each month, we cele-

brate the birthdays that fall that month with a birthday 

cake to share. 

 If you are celebrating your BIRTHDAY in  

August,  no matter your age, please join your church  

family around the BIRTHDAY CAKE TABLE so we 

can CELEBRATE YOU ! 

WHEN - Sunday, August 7th 

WHERE - in the multipurpose room around the 

 BIRTHDAY CAKE  TABLE ! 

 WHY - Because cake is sweet and so are YOU!             

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED TO HELP WITH FELLOWSHIP TIME                           

THIS SUMMER  

(Worship at 10:00 am &  Fellowship Time about 11:15 am) 

 Brian McCarthy is looking for a few more helpers for Fellowship Time for the rest of 

the summer. Tasks include making coffee; setting up tea, cold drinks, etc.; and clean-up. 

 Please see the signup sheet on the bulletin board in the narthex. If you sign up for a 

particular date, please check-in with Brian McCarthy when you arrive on that Sunday, so he 

will know you are here and ready to go! 

SUMMER SUNDAY SOCIALS 

Save the Dates: 

August 7th, 21st and 28th 

 Join your church family and friends for three 

Summer Sunday Socials this month: 

§ Sunday, August 7th—at the home of Edith &  

 Kevin Fitzgerald, 22 Waverly Road Park, 

 Brockton 02302 

§ Sunday, August 21st—at the home of Mabel and  

 Curt Sawyer, 459 Cedar Street, East     

 Bridgewater 

§ Sunday, August 28th—at the summer place of 

 Beth & Lee Stewart, West Island (near                

Fairhaven). 

 Pack a picnic lunch, grab 

a lawn chair, and come together 

right after worship on any or all 

of these Sundays to sit back, re-

lax, and enjoy the afternoon with 

friends, both old and new. 

 If you prefer to cook your lunch, a grill will 

be available. Feel like a swim? Bring a suit and tow-

el; the pool/beach will be open. 

 If you have any questions, please see or call 

Sandy Brown. Everyone welcome! 

BLOOD  PRESSURE SCREENING 

    Sunday, August 21st 

 All those interested are welcome to come 

to the library following worship on the third Sun-

day of each month for a blood pressure check. 

This service is  provided to help us care for our 

health. 



FINANCIAL NEWS 

Through June30, 2011, the latest figures available 

as I write this, our financial picture is as follows:  

INCOME Budgeted amount $132,079.56 

(Jan. – June) 

  Actual Income  $122,829.07 

  Difference (shortfall) $    9,250.49 

 

EXPENSES Budgeted Amount $134,578.84 

(Jan – June)   

  Actual Expenses  $129,922.39 

  Difference  $   4,656.45 

Questions regarding any church financial issues 

may be directed to David Sawyer, Financial Officer.        

 

NEWSLETTER  DEADLINE 

     The deadline for the September 2011 issue of 

the CORNERSTONE is  August 22nd. Please 

drop off items to the church office, or e-mail 

them to:      office@communitycovenant com 

SUMMER CONCERTS                 
IN AUGUST                                            

AT PILGRIM PINES 
 Everyone is invited 

to the Sunday Night              

Summer Concert Series, held at 7:00 pm in the 

Strand Chapel. A freewill offering will be received 

for the concert ministry. For additional information, 

please contact Pilgrim Pines at 603-352-0443 or  

info@pilgrimpines.org. 

August 7 - Jake Armerding: this singer-violinist 

stands out from a crowd of new singer-songwriters 

for what has always been a hallmark of great song-

writing: an ability to create something new out of 

something old.  

August 13 - Paul Paoli Band is one of the freshest 

and most original new bands on the contemporary 

Christian music scene today, featuring all original 

music with hints of rock, folk, blues, country, blue-

grass and jazz. Everywhere they play, people have 

been moved to tears, cheers, and are dancing and 

always clamoring for more.  

TEAM HONDURAS PREPARING                             

TO LEAVE SEPT. 17th 

 Please continue your prayers for Team  

Honduras; we will be leaving for our mission trip 

on Sept. 17th.  

 Thanks so much for your support of this 

mission project. So many people have 

sponsored t-shirts and contributed 

through our ―water bottle‖ project. 

You are helping to make this dream a 

reality! 

 Serving Christ with you, 

James Almeida, Sandy Brown, Kathy & Jim           

Clements, Janet Fredlund,  Paul Halleran, Candi 

Keith, Carol Phelan, Mable & Curt  Sawyer,     

Evelyn Smith, and Marie Syverson. 

  

 

SCIENCE WITH A MISSION 

SAVE THE DATE! 

TENTH ANNIVERSARY                                       

THANK YOU PICNIC 

 

Saturday, Sept. 10th      2:00-6:00 pm 

Borderland State Park, Sharon, MA 

Costs will be covered by the Board of Directors 

so that SMI funds for missions will not be used. 

Go to: www.sciencewithamission.org 

for SMI newsletter  

mailto:info@pilgrimpines.org


Becoming Part of our Stephen Ministry Team 
Leading Stephen Ministry in a congregation is not a solo endeavor.  

The trained leaders, the pastor, church members, trained Stephen Ministers and others                                               

need to work together to help Stephen Ministry succeed. 

We, the Stephen Leaders, will give you information, ideas and the training to make you  

an extraordinary Stephen Minister.   But becoming a Stephen Minister doesn‘t happen automatically. 

 

Basic Ingredients Needed by The Whole Ministry Team: Gifts and Vision 

1. Gifts - The gifts are spiritual gifts, which Scripture says are given to ALL Christians.  The gifts God 

gives the church are named in Romans 12:6-8, 1 Corinthians 12:28-30 and Ephesians 4:11-12. Some             

people have one or two types of  gifts that are highly developed;  others may have a combination of many 

spiritual gifts. 

2. Vision - The second ingredient of an effective team is a good clear vision.  The Holy Spirit can use a           

compelling vision for ministry to bring gifted people together and show them how to use their unique gifts            

and energies so that the vision can become a reality. 
 

 

If you are interested in learning more about training and serving as a Stephen Minister,                                

please talk with one of our Stephen Leaders:                                                                                                                

Karl Smith, Donna Halleran or Pastor Don Olson. 

Training our second class of Stephen Ministers will begin mid-September 2011. 

MINISTER OF SMALL GROUPS 

 At the special congregational meeting 

held June 12th, a unanimous vote of the mem-

bers present approved the Leadership Team 

recommendation that we hire Rev. Ken Armen-

trout for an 11 month period starting in Sep-

tember.  Rev. Armentrout will be working with 

us 10 hours per week and his  primary focus 

will be to assist us in starting a small group ministry within our church.   

 During the meeting a question was asked regarding the funding for 

this position.  Can we make a special ―over and above‖ contribution from 

time to time and designate it to go towards defraying a portion of this ex-

pense that was not part of our 2011 budget?  The answer is YES!  As men-

tioned at the special meeting, we have set up a fund designated as   

―MINISTER of SMALL GROUPS.‖  If you desire to contribute to this fund, 

please make this designation on the memo line of your check or giving enve-

lope and place in the offering plate on any Sunday.  Alternatively, you may 

give electronically by visiting the church web site or you can mail checks to 

the church office.   

 Questions regarding this or any other financial matter may be                 

directed to David Sawyer or call the church office. 

THANK YOU 
Dear church ladies, 

Thank you so much for 

the bridal brunch! I     

appreciate your thought-

fulness and generosity 

for giving me so many 

gifts...I know Justin and I 

will be using that  mixer 

and other gifts for many 

years! Thank you        

especially to Susan 

Bolinder and Christine 

Smith for orchestrating 

the whole thing. Also to 

Gabrielle Olson for a 

lovely devotion. Thank 

you everyone! I am so 

blessed to have a loving  

church family.                   

 Rachael Stewart 



GLOBAL MISSIONS 

From the Quarterly Report: 

 So far, this has been a summer of new 

challenges.  Just last week, I brought some of 

the international youth to a summer camp 

with the youth from Immanuel Church in 

Stockholm… I was asked to be the speaker 

for the week.  I accepted the role with some 

anxiety and inadequacy, because I thought it 

would stretch me.  I was right.  I grew a lot in 

my speaking, and experienced God using me 

in a powerful way.   

 At the camp, I was reunited with a 

former student, Isak, who moved to China 

last year.  Here is a picture of Isak practicing 

a trust fall with a couple of the youth and 

leaders from the camp: 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

As I look at this picture, I am struck by his 

courageous posture – though his face reveals 

a hint of fear, the straightness of his legs, 

arms, and back shows that he is trusting us to 

catch him. 

 Moving forward through the summer, 

I hope and pray that I can go into next semes-

ter with the same faith...  I know that the  

eternal God is my refuge, and  ―underneath 

are the everlasting arms.‖ (Deuteronomy 

33:27)  He has taken care of me so far. Thank 

you for being a part of His care for me.                           

            Your brother in Christ, Joe 

FROM SWEDEN 

                                                         July 12, 2011 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,  

Thanks for your ongoing prayers and support. 

Praise God: 

1. I am now officially approved to continue in 

Sweden for a third year.  

2. The Summer camp last week was wonderful: 

seeing God work in the campers, enjoying           

fellowship with the youth leaders from Immanu-

el Church in Stockholm, being reunited with a 

former student who had moved to China. . .  

And God helped me with the task of being the 

speaker for the week.   

3. God has given me contact with some more 

nonbelievers recently; hopefully, I will get the chance to 

share His love with them.  

4. Coming back from the summer camp, I feel refreshed 

and strengthened by the experience of living in Christian                

community for a week and worshipping each day. 

 Please prayer for:  

1. My third year in Sweden.  I will need to raise support 

to cover this third year, and I will need God's guid-

ance for what to do with the year.   

2. The Sr. High youth group in the international 

church.  It is a fairly new group, and its members each 

face unique challenges.  Now the church is getting some 

more senior high youth and I am working with my             

colleagues Sherrie and Kathy to figure out how to get this 

group to work for the Fall semester.   

3.  For my summer. That God will help me to rest, and 

comfort me in my homesickness. 

4. That God will help me to continue in the strength that 

He gave me at summer camp.  

   Your brother in Christ, Joe 
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VISIT FROM OUR SUPPORTED MISSIONARY: BARBARA BOCO SWANSON  

 Coming soon: Sunday, September 11th  

 This will be her first visit with us. Barbara has been a missionary with The          

Covenant since 1987, working first in the Congo, then with the Fulani people of west 

and central Africa. In 2004, she married Steve Swanson, a missionary to Germany, now 

the Pastor of the Antwerp International Protestant, Belgium.  Barbara's ministry now is 

in outreach, discipleship, spiritual formation and The Mosaics Project. 

 The goal of the Mosaics Project is to bring the transforming power of the Good 

News of Jesus to immigrant and otherwise marginalized communities in Europe — people of different        

cultures, languages, ethnic backgrounds, religions.  If you have read any of Barbara's letters you will quickly 

understand how well she does this. Letters are available on narthex table. Please save the date and plan to meet 

both Barbara and Steve Swanson on September 11th. 



MORE MISSION 

N.E. SEAFARERS MISSION             

VOLUNTEER DAY 

SATURDAY AUGUST 20th                                      

11 AM TO 6 PM 

BLACK FALCON TERMINAL 

 We will be bringing 8 volun-

teers to assist our mission with the sea-

farers who come to the port of Boston. 

Through the work of New England 

Seafarers Mission (NESM), people 

from 150 countries are met, greeted 

and loved in Jesus‘ name. They are 

helped to contact family, send 

paychecks home, and get supplies.  

 Steve Cushing, our NESM 

chaplain, has an amazing ministry:  

visiting ships, advocating for seafarers, 

developing relationships with his 

"congregation," and bringing the    

gospel message in Word and deed. 

When the big 

ships come in, 

he needs our 

help. 

 Plan 

now to spend 

Saturday, August 20th by the sea in 

Boston. Sign-up sheet in the narthex.  

FROM THE PRUDEKS: 

CZECH REPUBLIC 

Please give God praise that our chil-

dren are all now back in the 

USA.  Please pray for Ben who just 

returned from China and is looking for 

a job.  We give thanks for a good year 

of home assignment and for the many 

churches and supporters we visit-

ed.  Please pray for us now as we    

return to Prague and for discernment 

as we seek to know what our  ministry 

should look like. Thank you very much 

for your prayers and support. Yours,  

          Fred and Kelly Prudek 

FROM UGANDA: WE MADE IT!!!  

 After 63.5 hours in either a car/bus/boat 

in the past two weeks (an unexpected 16-hour 

bus ride to Kenya and back for visas, an airport 

run to pick up our friend Sora, our first safari 

drive, a boat ride and finally moving to New 

Hope), we are happy to be at our new home in 

Luwero.  Well, almost.  Because of housing 

shortages, we'll move to our fourth (and hopefully final) home 

July 18 when another family moves out on furlough. 

 To be honest, this was one of our worst anniver-

saries.  July 6th marked nine years but coincided with the third 

move in 3 days, and the end of a lot of team stress and disap-

pointment. We were emotionally spent and grumpy.  "What are 

we doing here?" we cried out to God.  Although we were so  

encouraged in ministry, the fruitless 12-hour trips to Kampala 

hit us hard.  We were tired, our kids were spent, much of our 

ministry funds were going to fuel and visa costs! 

 Praise God that he knows what we need before we ask! 

(Matthew 6:8)  He provided us: 

1. Another 3-month tourist visa 

2. Our good friend Sora, a huge blessing and help with our kids 

as they adjust to a new place and routine 

3. A wonderful anniversary dinner (several days late) in a banda 

complete with music, candlelight, and fun "rules" like "Repeat 

(or make up) your vows to each other‖ 

4. A home-school teacher for Josiah and four other boys 

5. Trained counselors as our mentoring couple for 5 months! 

(they "happen" to be North Park University grads and have had 

some of the same marriage struggles as us!) 

New Hope 

 New Hope is like no other place on earth...lush and trop-

ical yes, but the best part is the spirit of New Hope.  At the    

Institute, our leaders Uncle Keith and Uncle George are lit up 

with the love of Christ!  The first two days we spent sharing 

testimonies. With 14 African and 5 American classmates, we 

poured our hearts out!  From the Rwandan genocide to pornog-

raphy, addictions to beatings, and rejection from family mem-

bers, it was intense!!! But God is GOOD!  He is the one who 

brings healing and hope out of suffering! 

 Today was our first "note-taking" session in 

class.  Worldview was the topic, and we were all on our knees 

surrendering our minds and hearts to God.  We choose to lay 

down our worldview (the lens with which we interpret life and 

reality) and humbly look into the LIGHT of Jesus for a new 

worldview! 

 So, pray for us, that our hearts would remain soft and 

surrendered to the work God wants to do in us here!  And for 

new beginnings in our marriage...To Him who is able to do   

immeasurably more than we can ask or imagine,                        

  Andrea & Daniel, and Josiah, Ellanora and Zuri Quinn 

 



A Musical Adventure for Children 

SAVE THE DATE FOR OUR MUSICAL PERFORMANCE 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 10TH    6:00 PM 

EVERYONE INVITED! 
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