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From the Pastor’s Desk:

“All the believers devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship...
Every day they continued to meet together ...”"
Acts 2:42, 46

I heard of the South African word “ubuntu” some time ago but I recently heard it again. It is very difficult to
translate into American English. We have no word that corresponds in our western individualistic philosophi-
cal language. It is a word that Rev. Desmund Tutu, Anglican Archbishop Emeritus of Cape Town, South
Africa, used often during his struggle against apartheid in the 1980’s, and in the past twenty years as an
advocate for peace through justice in the world.

Archbishop Emeritus Tutu explains it this way:

“It is to say, my humanity is caught up, is inextricably bound up, in yours. We belong in
a bundle of life. We say, a person is a person through other persons. It is not, ‘I think,’
therefore I am. It says rather: I am human because I belong. I participate, I share. A
person with ubuntu is open and available to others, affirming of others, does not feel
threatened that others are able and good, for he or she has proper self-assurance that
comes from knowing that he or she belongs in a greater whole and is diminished when
others are humiliated or diminished, when others are tortured or oppressed, or treated
as if they are less than who they are.”

Now that is a powerful word. I believe it is a great word. A word we should have in our vocabulary. A word
that we can embrace as followers of Christ. A word that describes the Covenant Church and how we have
been living out our faith in Christ for generations. A word that would take a book to unpack...but I don’t have
that much space.

So let me share just one thought with you. “Ubuntu” communicates that it is in relationships P
that we discover more fully who we are. It is by being in community that we become who |© _ “% 7% ©

God created us to be. This is why God created the Church through the work of the Holy ) e’ C‘\'A <
Spirit. The church is a community of people who are in relationship with each other living |~ ¢~
out “ubunti.” This is why we need to be together, just as the new believers were together in d

Acts 2:42-47.

Think about it. Where is your “ubuntu” in Christ’s Church? This is why Sunday
School for children and adults is so important to us at Community Covenant. This is
why Pastor Ken Armentrout has joined our staff. Pastor Ken, as Minister of Small
Groups, 1s working with the Small Groups Task Force to help create a number of
small groups that will begin meeting regularly in January, 2012. In the next few
months, you will be hearing more about the launch of our small group ministry.
This is an exciting time as we become more and more who God calls us to be.

I hope and pray that you become active in a small group. It is how we live out our
faith in Jesus Christ.

Pastor Don Olson



OCTOBER EVENTS

MEN’S MINISTRY BREAKFAST

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 1*
7:00 am
All men are invited to the Men’s Breakfast at 7:00
am on Saturday, October 1*. Please notify Tom Chi-
occa by Thursday, September 29¢ if you are plan-
ning to come (508-824-5717). There will be an
organizational meeting for the new year, so come
with your suggestions and ideas. Hope to see you
there.

BIRTHDAY BLESSINGS
Sunday, October 2™

On the first Sunday of each month, we cele-
brate the birthdays that fall that month with a birth-
day cake to share.

If you are celebrating your BIRTHDAY in
October, no matter your age, please join your
church  family around the BIRTHDAY CAKE
TABLE so we can CELEBRATE YOU !

WHEN - Sunday, October 2™
WHERE - in the multipurpose room around the

BIRTHDAY CAKE TABLE !

WHY - Because cake is sweet and so are YOU!

COVENANT WORLD RELIEF
OFFERING
/1 208 Oct. 2"
world | Covenant World Relief Soupcans will
onarer | be distributed on Sunday, Oct. 2" dur-
-t by fing worship. We will be receiving our
offering to help those who are
"hurting" on Sunday, November 20™
during our traditional “Soupfest” event. If you are
not at church on Oct. 2™, CWR soupcans will be
available in the church office.

HEATING THE CHURCH BUILDING

The Facilities Ministry Team is planning to turn the
heating system on in the church building on Sunday,
October 16™. Please dress accordingly (and children
too) when you come to the church for any programs.
Thanks!

OCTOBER
BIRTHDAYS

Jean Brown 2

Janet Ek 4

Greg Sandford 4

Bernice Bond 9

Carol Parenteau 11
Carolyn Luther 12
Andrew Hewitt 13
Zachary Snow 15
Brian Milligan 16
Ellen Anderson 17
Evelyn Fleming 17
Luc Djousse 17
Lee Stewart 20
Kent Coffey 22
Matthew Tighe 22
Chuck Pierce 23
Tom Parenteau 24
Marie Syverson 27

CONTACT INFORMATION FOR
PASTOR KEN ARMENTROUT
For printed communication, please leave items in
Pastor Ken’s box in the Resource Room or mail to:
Pastor Ken Armentrout
c/o Community Covenant
Church
400 Pleasant Street
East Bridgewater, MA 02333
For phone calls, please call 972-804-4358
For e-mail: kenarmentrout@gmail.com




SECOND ANNUAL PASTA LUNCHEON
TO BENEFIT SCIENCE WITH A MISSION
SUNDAY, OCT 9"

Right after Worship!!

*Honey products will also be for sale*

For more information on Science with a Mission,
please see Donna Halleran or go to:
Www.sciencewithamission.org

BLOOD PRESSURE
: SCREENING

é Sunday, October 16™
All those interested are wel-
come to come to the library following
worship on the third Sunday of each month for a
blood pressure check. This service is provided to

help us care for our health.

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
The deadline for the November 2011 issue of the
CORNERSTONE is October 19™. Please drop
off items to the church office, or e-mail them to:
office@communitycovenant com

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
Sunday, Oct. 30™

Members and friends, our Oct ob er
Me e t wilhbgheld on Sunday, October 30" in the
gym following morning worship. At this important
meeting, our membership votes for the 2012 annual
budget and elects new leaders for 2012. A "light"
lunch will be provided for those attending, so we
hope you can stay for this important time of evalua-
tion and planning. Be on the lookout for the agenda
and proposed budget to be published by Sunday,
October 16", Frank MacLean, Chair

STEPHEN MINISTERS
Our Stephen Ministry continues to be a vital part
of our church community. We currently have four
trained Stephen Ministers. We are planning to
begin a new class in late winter. If you are inter-
ested in learning more, please speak to Karl Smith
or Donna Halleran.

You Don’t Have to Face
Your Life’s Challenges Alone.

One of Community Covenant Church’s
trained, caring Stephen Ministers will listen
and walk alongside you as you deal with
life’s challenges.

Contact one of our Stephen Leaders to see
if Stephen Ministry could be helpful for you.

Donna Halleran
(508) 894-8222

Karl Smith
(508) 378-4587

Pastor Don Olson
(508) 583-3360

Did you know? Our church is one of more than 10,000 Stephen
Ministry congregations—from more than 100 denominations—
‘worldwide. Since 1975 more than half a million Stephen Ministers
have been trained, providing care to more than two million people
in need. For more about the Stephen Ministries organization and
the many resources it offers, log on to www.stephenministries.org.

Congregati oY

FINANCIAL NEWS

Through August of 2011, the latest figures availa-
ble as I write this, our financial picture is as
follows:
INCOME
(Jan. — Aug.)

Budgeted amount $176,056.00

$159.,453.22
Difference (shortfall) $ 16,652.86

upl Amount

EXPENSES Budgeted Amount  $179,511.12
(Jan. — Aug.)
Actual Amount $169.600.66
Difference $ 9,910.46

Questions regarding any church financial issues
may be directed to David  Sawyer,
Financial Officer.

FELLOWSHIP TIME HELPERS NEEDED THIS FALL

Brian McCarthy is looking for helpers for Fellowship Time this fall. Tasks include
making coffee; setting up tea, cold drinks, etc.; and cleaning up.

Please see the signup sheet on the bulletin board in the narthex. If you do sign up for
a particular date, please check-in with Brian when you arrive on that Sunday, so he will

know you are here and ready to go!




Community Covenant Church Fri
An invitation from Priscilla Borden to a Birthday Costume Ball
Country Dancing & Pot Luck Dinner
At Community Covenant Church
Saturday October 29" 3:00 pm - 10:00 pm
You are welcome to bring Friends and Family
I am celebrating my 60" birthday.
I would like to invite everyone to join me in the celebration.
All dances before dinner will be taught.
Dances after dinner will be a mixture of dancing for all
with teaching & dances for those who know.

Band: John Chambers, Accordion; Ishmael Stefanov, Fiddle; Cal Howard, Piano
Dance Leaders: Priscilla Borden, George Fogg, Linda Nelson, Ralph Stoddard

3:30 PM - Grand March - Show off our period/historical garb, fanciful or ethnic dress,
festive attire (Costumes are optional; please, nothing scary or ghoulish)

4:00 to 5:30 PM - Family Dancing, all ages welcome

5:30 to 6:45 PM - Cold Pot Luck Dinner
Everyone bring something to share - sliced meats, sandwiches, salads, cheese,
crackers, fruit, nuts, etc. (foods that do not need to be heated up)

6:45 to 8:15 PM - More dancing for the older folks; Child care will be provided
for the little ones at this time

8:30 PM - Birthday Cake and Ice cream

8:30 to 10:00 PM — more dancing - Contra Dance, and English & Scottish
Country Dancing

RSVP: If you are coming and how many, please call Priscilla Borden at
781-878-4446 or e-mail to arachneas@aol.com
What you are bringing to the pot luck, please call Sandy Brown at
781-878-4446

Note: NO presents please—This is my present to you, a give-away, in honor of my Native American
great Grandmother. If you must, make a donation to your favorite charity or the Community
Covenant Church, or help out in the kitchen or clean up at the end of the evening.

A
FANCIFUL
HARVEST
COSTUMA
BALL



tel:781-878-4446

MISSIONS

SHARING FROM THE PRUDEK’S

1) Praise God that our transition back to
the Czech Republic has gone so well.
2) Please pray for Kelly and Fred to have
wisdom deciding how to plan our sched-
ules in light of our vision and goals for this
year.
3) Please pray for our son, Jon, as he tran-
sitions back to university at Biola in LA. It
has been a bit difficult so far. Also, pray
for our son, Ben, as he is beginning a new
job and will be relocated to West Coast or
maybe East Coast, after 3 years in Chi-
na. Thank you, Fred and Kelly Prudek

September 13, 2011
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
I give thanks for:

1 The new international young adult ministry, which seems to be starting
well. And the weekly young adult Bible study already has at least one

WEEKDAY HELPERS STILL NEEDED AT
NEW ENGLAND SEAFARERS MISSION

More than half of the total ship visits this year will
arrive in Boston harbor during September and October.
Weekends are 100% covered; WEEKDAY coverage is
still needed for the end of September and during October.
Chaplain Steve Cushing is looking for: students with a day
without classes, retirees, self employed people with flexi-
ble schedules, and working people who have personal
days or comp time.

Thanks to all who went on August 20™. All that is
needed is a compassionate heart and willing hands, train-
ing provided. They start at 8:30 am and end at 3:00 pm.
There is free parking or you can go by Silver Line from
South Station.

Sign up, individually, by going on their web site:
www.neseafarers.org and then go to the volunteer calendar
pages. Pick a day when there is a ship there and there are
volunteers still needed. Easy to sign up. Easy to be a
blessing. Karin O’Connor

NEWS FROM SWEDEN

non-Christian interested in getting to know more about the faith.

1 An opportunity to preach to Swedish youth up in Umea (Northern Sweden) in two weeks, on the topic of
evangelism. The details are not yet all worked out, but I am very excited about this.

f  Our youth group which seems to be going well so far this semester.

1 On my day off, I had the opportunity to spend almost the entire day speaking Swedish and building rela-

tionships with Swedes.
I have the following prayer requests:

1 For my future: I need to raise support for my upcoming third year in Sweden, and I should also start
preparing for the next step after that year. So I need God's guidance and provision.

f For a new youth leader: I need to find another youth leader, preferably a woman who can help me
with the Jr. High youth and perhaps fill in for the Sr. High leader when she is away. Please pray

for God to bring the right person.

1 For the upcoming weekend in Umeé: If this happens, I will really need God's help to do the best job
I can do, and then I will need Him to work and do the things I cannot do in the hearts of the youth.
1 That God will help me develop the focus to keep finding my strength, comfort, and purpose in Him.

Thank you for all your prayers and support.

Your brother in Christ, Joe


http://www.neseafarers.org/

MORE MISSION

4TH ANNUAL SOUTH SHORE CROP HUNGER WALK
Sunday, October 16™ 1:00 pm Rain or Shine
Starting at Christ Congregational Church
1350 Pleasant Street, Brockton
25% of all monies raised go directly to |
Brocktonbés Homel ess Shelter
Please join others from local faith communities to support Mainspring House and
hunger fighting efforts around the world.

CROP Hunger Walk FAQs

§ What are CROP Hunger Walks?

They are community-wide events sponsored by Church World Service and organized by

local congregations to raise funds to end hunger at home and around the world.
l ! § Where do CROP Hunger Walk funds go?

) .

CROP Hunger Walks help to support the overall ministry of Church World Service,
I especially grassroots, hunger-fighting development efforts around the world. In addi-
SEL tion, each local CROP Hunger Walk can choose to return up to 25 percent of the

funds it raises to hunger-fighting programs in its own community.

§ What else makes CROP Hunger Walks special?
Because CROP Hunger Walks are ecumenical, interfaith, and multi-cultural events, individual
donors have the option of designating their gifts to other approved international hunger-
fighting agencies. This option is unique to CROP events, and available for individual sponsors
only. To find the list of approved agencies, go to:
http://pvo.usaid.gov/usaid/pvo.asp? AlI=YES&INCVOLAG=YES&INCSUM=YES
Gifts not so designated go to support the worldwide ministry of Church World Service.
§ Want more information? Check out the website, http://www.southshorecropwalk.org or

visit the Church World Service site at www.churchworldservice.org/CROP

Al T HAPPENER
CAMP Wi LLOMO

CHILDREN’S SUMMER
MUSICAL

2011



http://pvo.usaid.gov/usaid/pvo.asp?All=YES&INCVOLAG=YES&INCSUM=YES
http://www.southshorecropwalk.org/
http://www.churchworldservice.org/site/PageServer?pagename=crop_main
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THE CORNERSTONE
is a publication of

Community Covenant Church
400 Pleasant Street
East Bridgewater, MA 02333
Phone: (508) 583-3360
E-mail: office@communitycovenant.com
Website: www.communitycovenant.com

Church Office Hours:
Monday—Friday
9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Church Staff:
Rev. Donald C. Olson, Pastor
Charles Dillingham, Minister of Music

Rev. Ken Armentrout, Minister of Small Groups

Susan Reilley, Accompanist
Courtney Goodwin, Childcare Coordinator
Donna Costa, Administrative Assistant
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